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the mud, from which we had some trouble to extricate him, we bivouacked about 
1 mile below the spot where we first made the river. 

10th. Leaving the Moore River we steered S. by W., and after traversing a 
nearly level sandy plain, producing banksia and scrub, with many lagoons and 
swamps, in 8 hours' riding reached the Norcott or Gingin Brook. The banks were 
low and swampy ; after a short search found a suitable place for crossing, and 
having swam the horses across, we halted for the night on the left bank. 

1 1th. Started at 7h., steering E. by S. mag. ; ascended the western Wilbinga 
Hill at 9h., and traversing a rough limestone country, with several reedy swamps, 
reached Lake Newergup at 2h. 50m., and at 4h. halted on the western side of the 
Wanaginup Swamp. 

12th. Sunday. Once more in the saddle, and following the road past Wonneroo, 
arrived in Perth at 2h. 30m. 

Mr. C. F. Gregory having accompanied the party to the Victoria Plains, pro- 
ceeded with Private W. King by the Bindoon road to Perth, where he arrived on 
the 1 7th. 

The total distance travelled in this expedition was, in round numbers, 1500 
miles, and the extreme point reached, in latitude 27° S., 350 miles from Perth in a 
direct line; and the period we were engaged in the expedition was 10 weeks. 



III. — His Excellency Charles Fitz-GeraloV s Expedition to the 
Murchison River. 

December 1st. Sailed from Freemantle in the 'Champion' for Champion Bay, 
where we arrived on the 3rd, swam the ponies on shore, and encamped at the 
mouth of the Chapman river. 

4th. His Excellency the Governor came on shore, when the party, consisting of 
the Governor, Mr. Bland, and myself, with three soldiers of the U6th regiment, 
and the Governor's servant, started at 7h. 15m., steering N.E., crossed Moresby's 
flat-topped range at 9h., made the N. Chapman at 10h„ followed the stream up- 
ward till 1 lh. 50m., the general course N.E. by N. One native man and two 
women came up, and then retired to the other side of the river, watching our 
proceedings. Having dined, we started again at 2h. 25m., steering a general N. 
course over an indifferent scrubby country till 4h. 40m., when we halted for 20 
minutes to examine the black shale-like soil which was seen on a former 
occasion, but on digging it proved to be only alluvial soil resting on sand ; from 
this spot we steered N. 330° mag. over high sandy hills covered with scrub, the 
country gradually improved, and at 7h. we halted for the night, in a small grassy 
gully trending N.W., obtaining water in a native well. 

5th, Started at 6h. 40m., continuing the same course as yesterday evening over 
a succession of grassy hills of granitic formation till llh. 10m., when we halted 
on the eastern branch of the Bowes river ; several natives shortly came to the 
encampment, and having eaten some biscuit and pork which we offered to them, 
retired in the evening to the opposite side of the stream-bed, keeping a close watch 
on us from behind some large rocks : a strict watch was therefore maintained by 
us during the night. 

6th. This morning the natives commenced by throwing stones at the men who 
went down for the water, but we did not see any other method of resenting 
it, except by expressing onr disapprobation in words, and at 5h. 35m. we started 
on a N.N.W, course, the natives followed for about a mile, and continued throwing 
stones at the party. The country passed over was generally grassy granite hills 
till 9h., when we ascended the high table land between the valley of the Bowes 
and Hutt rivers, which last we reached at lOh. 25m., and halted during the heat 
of the day on a pool of brackish water ; at 3h. 20m. again started, and following 
the river downwards, in a general course of 310° mag. at 6h. 10m. bivouacked at 
the spot where we had before halted on the 17th of October, the water in the 
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pools brackish, but by digging near a moist bank obtained abundance of fresh 
water. 

7th. Left our bivouac at 5h. 50m., and steered N.E. over high sandy downs, 
covered with coarse scrub; at lOh. 30m. entered the valley of the Murchison 
river, at noon halted at our bivouac of the 24th of September, obtained some 
brackish water by digging in the sand of the small stream-bed ; having dined, we 
resumed our journey at 2h. 30m., and bivouacked about 5h. on the left bank of the 
Murchison, 500 yards below the large lead vein, obtaining good water in the 
sandy bed of the river by digging a few inches, the pools being all salt. While 
the men were preparing the tents, &c, the Governor proceeded to examine the 
vein of lead, which we traced to a greater distance than on the former occasion of 
its discovery, the water having sunk two feet, exposing many portions of the vein 
which were before covered. 

8th. Examined the lead vein, tracing it 320 yards in a direction N. 30' E. mag. 
along the bed of the Murchison river, which was nearly dry ; clearing the sand 
and loose stones from the surface, found it to vary from 8 to 24 inches in width, 
the general average being 12 inches, the dip to the W.N.W. at an angle of about 
80° from the horizon. Throughout the whole length, the lead vein appeared to be 
one solid mass of galena ; the northern end either terminates or alters its direction 
close to a vein of schistose rock, which intersects the adjacent rocks ; to the S. 
the lode was covered by several feet of sand, which prevented its being traced 
further, as we had not time to remove it ; the whole of the vein which was traced 
was included within the banks of the river, and the greater portion covered by 
shallow water. One specimen of galena showed traces of copper. The rock 
which prevails on each side of the vein is a hard compact gneiss, abounding with 
garnets, some of which are of good colour, but mostly full of flaws; the stratifi- 
cation of the gneiss is somewhat confused, but it generally dips at a high angle 
(sometimes nearly perpendicular) to the westward, the strike being N. and S. 
The facilities which the position of the lode offers for mining are not very great, 
as it occupies the lowest part of the valley, and steam power would be requisite to 
free the mine from water, and at the same time, unless the small boat-harbour near 
the mouth of the Hutt river, or Gantheaume Bay (both within 30 miles), be found 
suitable for the purpose, Champion Bay, distant 62 miles in a direct line to the 
S., is the nearest port where the ore could be shipped. In the evening the 
Governor examined the spot where Mr. Walcott had discovered the small pieces 
of lead ore about 2^ miles below the lode, but as most of the pieces had been 
picked up on that occasion, we could only find a few fragments of it. 

9th. Left the encampment at 4h. 40m., and steering about S.W., made our 
former bivouac on the Hutt river about lh. p.m., and halted for the rest of the day. 

10th. Started at 4h. 50m., steering 160° mag. over sandy country, passed a 
small grassy valley at 8h., halted on the N. branch of the Bowes at lOh. 10m. on 
a small pool of brackish water, dined and resumed our route at 2h. 40m., steered 
S. over a grassy country till 6h. 10m., when we halted for the night on a tributary 
stream to the Bowes, obtained fresh water by digging, the pools being very small 
and brackish. 

Uth. Left the bivouac at 5h. 15m., steering 175° mag. over an indifferent 
country till 6h. 40m., when we crossed the S. branch of the Bowes, the country 
improving. Here we saw several natives, who at first hid themselves, but finding 
that we saw them, came after us. At first they did not exceed 8 or 10 in number, 
but, being joined by several other parties, gradually increased till they exceeded 
50, when they altogether changed their friendly manner, and began to bring up 
their spears. At 6h. 15m. we passed to the W. of King's Table-hill, and as the 
country was covered with dense wattle thickets, the natives took advantage of the 
ground, and having completely surrounded the party, commenced first to threaten 
to throw their spears, then to throw stones, and finally one man caught hold of 
Mr. Bland by the arm, threatening to strike him with a dowak ; another native 
threw a spear at myself, though without effect, but before I could fire at him, the 
Governor, perceiving that unless some severe example was made the whole party 
would be cut off, fired at one of the most forward of our assailants, and killed him ; 
two other shots were fired by the soldiers, but the thickness of the bushes pre- 
vented our seeing with what effect. A shower of spears, stones, kylies, and 
dowaks followed, and although we moved to a more open spot, the natives were 
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only kept off by firing at any that exposed themselves. At this moment a spear 
struck the Governor in the leg, just above the knee, with such force as to cause it 
to protrude two feet on the other side, which was so far fortunate, as it enabled 
me to break off the barb, and withdraw the shaft; the Governor, notwithstanding 
his wound, continued to direct the party, and although the natives made many 
attempts to approach close enough to reach us with their spears, we were enabled, 
by keeping on the most open ground, and checking them by an occasional shot, to 
avoid their attacks in crossing the gullies : they followed us closely for 7 miles, 
after which they were only seen occasionally, following in our track. Having 
reached the beach, we were enabled to travel more rapidly, and though one of 
the ponies knocked up, we reached Champion Bay at 3h. 30m., and got the party 
and horses onboard the ' Champion' by 5h. p.m., where we were gladly welcomed 
by Lieut. Helpman. About sunset the natives came down to the beach, concealing 
themselves behind the bushes, whilst a single unarmed native stood on the beach, 
and called to us to come on shore, no doubt in the hope of making a sudden attack 
on the boat should we venture to do so. 

A. C. Gregory, Assist.-Surveyor. 

Extract from the Narrative of a Journey from York to Champion Bay, in the 
colony of Western Australia, during the months of May and June, 1851, by Mrs. 
Brown, of Grass Dale. — " Mr. James, the mining captain engaged in superin- 
tending the works at the Geraldine Mine on the Murchison, spoke of having lately 
discovered a vein of copper ore, and describes the country about the Murchison 
and the Bowes as being very rich in minerals. A peep at Mr. Burges's mine was 
reserved for next day ; accordingly after breakfast we set forth, but without our 
host, of whom we took farewell. Mr. Gregory guided us to it, and pointed out 
mineral indications as we were nearing the spot. With a pickaxe some rather 
round, rugged, and very heavy stones were loosened from the ground, in which great 
numbers of the same kind are embodied. These contain the lead, being only 
crusted with stone ; some more valuable mineral may perhaps be found as they 
are collecting the lead, for slight indications of copper are apparent at the same 
place."— Ed. 



IV. — Journey from Great Bear Lake to Wollaston Land. By Dr. 

John Rae. 

Communicated by the Hudson's Bay Company. 

Read Nov. 10, 1851. 

To Sir George Simpson, Governor-in- Chief, Hudson's Bay Company's Territories. 
Provision Station, Kendall River, 10th June, 1851. 

Sir,— I have the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at this 
place to-day, from the Arctic coast, with my two men, having been 
absent 42 days, during which the shore of Wollaston Land was 
examined to the eastward of long. 110°, and westward as far 
as long. 117° 17', without finding any strait or passage leading 
to the N , and without seeing any traces of Sir John Franklin's 
party, or obtaining any tidings of them from the Esquimaux we 
met with. 

I left Fort Confidence on the 25th April, accompanied by four 
men, with three sledges drawn by dogs, and a small sledge drawn 
by the men alternately, on which our provisions and baggage were 



